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It Does Make a Difference 

WHEN IT COMES TO spiritual matters these days, it is the 
philosophy of inclusivism that most often prevails. This way of 
thinking is sometimes expressed as, “It doesn’t matter what 
you believe, so long as you are sincere.”  

Is this so? Does sincerity trump truth? Well, if you want to 
drive from Seattle to Chicago, no amount of sincerity will get 
you there if you take I-5. Faith in a lie can have far more 
serious consequences than just ending up in San Diego. The 
Bible declares in Proverbs 14:12, “There is a way which 
SEEMETH right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death.” Truth is vitally important. 

It does make a difference what you believe about Jesus Christ 
and the way of salvation. Inclusivism offers many ways to 
Heaven (provided you are sincere). Being a “good person,” 
keeping the commandments, joining a church, getting 
baptized, giving to charity and caring about the poor are just 
some of the ways extolled by well-meaning religionists as the 
way to get to heaven. While these works may be 
commendable in their place, to trust in them for one’s 
salvation is a way of death. Why? Because Jesus Christ said: 

“I am THE way, the truth, and the life: NO man 
cometh unto the Father, BUT by me” — John 14:6. 

And Peter said: 

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 
NONE other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” — Acts 4:12. 

Nicodemus came to Jesus (John 3). He was a religious man 
and a highly respected leader among the Jews. He was also 
very sincere in his conversation with Christ. However, his 
religion and respectability did not impress the Lord, Who told 
him he needed to be “born again” if he wanted to be saved. 
There was absolutely nothing Nicodemus could do (or be) to 
merit favor with God. Why? Because like all of us, he had a 
sin problem and needed a supernatural work of God in his life 
to receive cleansing, forgiveness, and acceptance. 

The road to Heaven is “strait” and “narrow” (Matthew 7:13-
14) and runs by way of the cross and the empty tomb. Eternal 
life is received through repentance and faith in Christ, and in 
Him alone. Inclusivism may sound nice, but it will only take 
you down the road that leads to destruction! 

 Pastor Robert J. Sargent 

The First Prophecy in 

Scripture 

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED what the first prophecy to be 
recorded in God’s Word happens to be? Some might think it 
is of the worldwide flood, prophesied to Noah in Genesis 6. 
Others may want to go to the book of Daniel, where there are 
many key prophecies concerning the End Times. 

The first prophecy given in the Bible is found in its first few 
pages — in Genesis 3:15, to be exact.  

“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”  

Believe it or not, this prophecy was addressed to Satan and 
the serpent he used to deceive Eve and tempt Adam to sin. 

The first part of the prophecy speaks of the enmity between 
the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent. Who, or 
what, are these? Interpreting scripture with scripture, we will 
see that the “seed of the serpent” refers ultimately to the 
Devil, and those people who act as his agents. For example, in 
Acts 13:10, Paul says to Elymas the sorcerer: “O full of all 
subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of 
all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right 
ways of the Lord?” The prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 identifies the 
“seed of the woman” as the virgin-born Son of God, Jesus 
Christ. “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel.”  

The second part of the prophecy speaks specifically of Jesus 
Christ and Satan. Though painful, a heel wound is not a 
mortal wound — a head wound is death-dealing. Christ’s 
death on the cross was indeed “painful,” but His resurrection 
proved His power over death and signaled the doom of Satan. 
The latter part of the prophecy is yet to be fulfilled, but it is 
inevitable. Paul stated in Romans 16:20, “The God of peace 
shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly”, meaning the 
prophecy is not concluded. Revelation 20:10 records the final 
fulfillment: “And the devil that deceived them was cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false 
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever 
and ever.” Amen! 

 Joshua Hower [Minister to the Pastors]
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Liberty in Christ 

IT IS WELL KNOWN that Francis Scott Key authored the 
famous words “land of the free and home of the brave.” They 
are found in his 1814 poem, “Defence of Fort M’Henry,” and, 
since 1931, have been part of the national anthem of the 
United States. Some have even changed it a little and say 
“land of the free because of the brave!” The truth is that both 
statements describe the sense of patriotism we, as 
Americans, feel. 

Patrick Henry’s words while addressing the Second Virginia 
Convention in 1775 were never transcribed, but no one who 
heard them forgot their eloquence, or his closing words: 
“Give me liberty, or give me death!” 

When you think of the word liberty what comes to mind?  
Webster’s defines liberty as the quality or state of being free; 
the power to do as one pleases; the power of choice. When I 
think of liberty, I think of choices — I have liberty to choose! 
The liberty bell, located in Philadelphia, 
has the inscription taken from Leviticus 
25:10 “PROCLAIM LIBERTY 
THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND UNTO ALL 
THE INHABITANTS THEREOF.” Symbols 
such as the Statue of Liberty inspire the 
world to the human ideals of liberty, 
equality, and brotherhood. 

Indeed, the United States of America is 
blessed materially beyond many other nations. Yet, with its 
liberty, America is plagued with lawlessness, divorce, 
homosexuality, and many other sins. Liberty makes one 
responsible for his or her own actions. 

Christian liberty is taught in the Bible in several ways. For 
example, liberty for the Christian means freedom from the 
penalty of sin through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 
6:23 — “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”). It also means 
being set free from the power of sin in one’s life through daily 
faith in Jesus Christ as the Lord of one’s character and 
conduct (Romans 6:6, “… knowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin,” and Romans 6:14, 
“For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace”). Christians are also free from 
being under the Law of Moses. God’s holy Law only “exposes” 
sin but it cannot forgive sin (Romans 3:20-22 — “Therefore by 
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the 
righteousness of God without [apart from] the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 
Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that believe…”). 

Liberty, for the believer, is the freedom to glorify God, edify 
fellow believers, and to have a good testimony before 
unbelievers. “For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; 
only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love 
serve one another” — Galatians 5:13. 

 Deacon Loy Hower 

PRAISE THE LORD! 

THE COMMAND TO PRAISE GOD is common in both the Old 
and New Testaments. Literally hundreds of times in the Bible 
we read commands and declarative statements about 
praising the Lord. 

Yet, as common as praising the Lord is in scripture, it can be 
misunderstood. Many people mistakenly think that merely by 
saying or singing “Praise the Lord” or “Hallelujah” (which is 
Hebrew for "Praise the Lord") that they are actually praising 
God. 

To better understand the concept of praising God we would 
do well to think about “horizontal (human) praise.” Imagine 
you wanted to praise your earthly father. Would you come up 
to him and say, “Praise Dad!”? Of course not! If you did so, 
your father would probably look at you strangely and wonder 
what in the world you were talking about. 

If you wanted to praise your father you would more likely say 
something along the lines of, “Dad, you are such a 
compassionate and loving father.” Or, “Dad, I really 
appreciate the fact that you always take the time to listen 
and give me godly advice.” 

The command to praise the Lord is just that: a command to 
praise Him. However, we accomplish that by saying 
praiseworthy things about Him. This is taught regularly in the 
scriptures. The following are a few examples: 

“O Praise the LORD … For His merciful kindness is great 
toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth forever. 
Praise ye the LORD” (Psalms 117:1-2). 

"Praise Him for His mighty acts: Praise Him according to 
His excellent greatness" (Psalms 150:2). 

“Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works to the children of men!” 
(Psalms 107:8). 

“Praise ye the LORD: For He has delivered the soul of the 
poor from the hand of evildoers” (Jeremiah 20:13). 

Praising God is not a feeling. Praising God is a conscious and 
substantive activity. We praise Him by thoughtfully extolling 
His goodness, His greatness, His majesty, His love, His grace, 
and His mighty deeds He has done on our or other’s behalf. 
The mere saying or singing of the words “Praise the Lord” or 
“Hallelujah” is not praise — it can even be “empty praise,” 
without substance, like smoke without a heat-producing fire. 
Praise is the conscious and expressed admiration and thanks 
to God for who He is and what He does. 

The next time someone says to you, “Praise the Lord!” try 
saying something back to them such as: “God is good,” and 
then see what they say. After all, they just commanded you 
to praise Him. The least you could do would be to comply! 

 Principal Jim Kiesel 
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“Real” Scientists? 

DO “REAL” SCIENTISTS REJECT THE BIBLE and firmly hold to 
evolutionary beliefs? This is an assertion commonly foisted 
upon unsuspecting people in order to sway their opinion 
away from the Bible; but, is it a true statement? 

When we consider the scientific fields of chemistry, 
astronomy, physics, medicine, and biology, etc., were the 
pioneers in these various disciplines evolutionists? Or did 
they hold to the Biblical account of creation? Here are the 
facts about the men considered to be “fathers” of modern 
science. They believed in Biblical creation, and this belief led 
them to the study of the universe and natural law to find the 
“hand of God:” Francis Bacon (who developed the scientific 
method), Galileo, Johann Kepler (who discovered the three 
laws of planetary motion), Blaise Pascal (who invented the 
hydraulic press and the syringe), Boyle, Isaac Newton (the 
inventor of calculus and the reflecting telescope, who 
discovered gravitational law and the light spectrum, and who 
wrote more about the Bible than science), Steno (credited 
with three of the defining principles of stratigraphy), William 
Herschel (the galactic astronomer), Michael Faraday (electro-
magnetics), Samuel Morse (telegraph), Louis Pasteur 
(immunization, pasteurization), and the Wright brothers, for 
example. This is just a small sampling of scientists that 
believed the Bible. Were they all Biblical Christians? No, but 
their belief in the Bible and creation guided their studies and 
discoveries. They understood that the God of the Bible must 
do things in a logical and consistent manner, so they set out 
to determine those means. 

Today, there are hundreds of Bible-believing men and women 
holding advanced degrees in all areas of science: developing 
medicines, inventing, discovering, and researching. If you’ve 
ever had an MRI, you can be thankful for Dr. Damadian, who 
was awarded the United States' National Medal of 
Technology and inducted into the National Inventors Hall of 
Fame (alongside Alexander Graham Bell and Thomas Edison).  
Dr. Damadian’s belief in the Biblical account of Creation, and 
his rejection of evolutionary belief, did not hinder his 
scientific research. Evolutionary “science” contributes 
nothing to technology, biomedical research, nanotechnology, 
or any other area of empirical science. The development of 
sophisticated machines requires intelligent designers using 
the information around them to create the technology we 
use on a daily basis. These principles are perfectly consistent 
with the Bible. Empirical science, research, discovery, and 
invention are all consistent with, and encouraged by, a right 
understanding of the Bible. Real science confirms the Bible, 
so, Yes! — There are hundreds of real scientists who believe 
it whole-heartedly. Don’t be fooled by the false claims of 
unbelievers. God’s Word can always be trusted on every 
subject about which it teaches. 

“Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to 
be right; and I hate every false way” — Psalms 119:128. 

“The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple” — Psalms 119:130. 

 Evangelist Mike McDowell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sideways Glances 

WHEN I WAS A TEENAGER and living in Oak Harbor, I had an 
after-school job working in a little optical shop. Mirrors were 
literally on every wall displaying hundreds of glasses. I used a 
lot of Windex in those few years with all the cleaning I did. 
Oddly enough, after college I worked as an optician, fitting 
people with glasses. Mirrors were literally on every wall. And 
when you’re surrounded with mirrors, it’s nearly impossible 
to not sneak in a few sideways glances from time to time. 

As girls, we can have a preoccupation with mirrors. Well, 
really, it goes deeper than that. Our eyes are connected to 
our heart and our heart is connected to our head. Where our 
eyes go, our thoughts (and our heart…emotions…desires) will 
inevitably follow. 

Proverbs 4:25 says, “Let thine eyes look right on, and 
let thine eyelids look straight before thee.” 

When our eyes are focused forward – on the Lord and who 
we are in Him – rather than glancing sideways, our thoughts 
cannot collect evidence. The false evidence that you’re not 
good enough…that you’re better than everyone else…that so-
and-so may not like you…that some guy might like you…that 
you don’t have what they have…all these evidences lead to a 
mind stayed on YOU and not on Christ. 

Isaiah 26:2 says, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee.” 

Beware of those sideways glances. They tend to bring 
insecurity, discontentment, and unrest to your life. Instead, 
look straight ahead! Look to the Saviour; claim His promises, 
and experience true joy and peace that only God can give.  

 Jackie Gable 

FEBRUARY 2015 at BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 Regional Men’s Rally – Friday, 6TH, 7:00 P.M. 
                                          Saturday, 7TH, 8:00 A.M.–Noon 

Open to all men — three meals served 

 Evangelist James Males – Sunday, 8TH, all three meetings 
Open to all 

 Ladies Bible Fellowship – Monday, 9TH, 7:00 P.M. 
Open to all ladies 

 Sweetheart Banquet – Saturday, 14TH, 6:30 P.M. 
Open to all married couples (RSVP) 

 Bible Training Institute – in-depth theological studies 
Lectures in Medieval Church History — week of January 16TH. 

 Moms & More – Thursday, 19TH, 10:00 A.M. 
For expectant and new mothers 

 Compass Fellowship – Saturday, 21ST, 6:00 P.M. 
A fellowship for young married couples 

 
Call the Church office for details: 360.675.8311 
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Honour Your Parents 

I LOVE my parents! That statement comes somewhat 
naturally to me as their child, reflecting upon their affection, 
provision, and instruction poured into my life. I feel a sense of 
both desire and duty to honour them in return. But how do 
you honour your parents in a biblical manner, and is it 
required even if you don’t “feel” like it’s deserved because of 
your particular situation?  

Honouring parents is both commanded and described in 
God’s Word. Perhaps hearkening back to my military 
background, I’m reminded that orders from an authority are 
not mere suggestions. There is no greater authority than God; 
we refer to His orders in Exodus Chapter 20 as the “Ten 
Commandments.” 

The first four commandments order a right vertical 
relationship between God and man; the remaining six direct a 
proper horizontal relationship between a man and his 
neighbour – his fellow man. 

It is not insignificant that God addressed the parent-child 
relationship first in the second grouping of commandments:  
Exodus 20:12 orders children to, “Honour thy father and thy 
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the 
LORD thy God giveth thee.” 

We find it also profitable to note that this is the first 
commandment with promise, as pointed out in the Apostle 
Paul’s letter to the saints at Ephesus (Ephesians 6:2).  Here, 
Paul restates the promised benefit of honouring one’s 
parents in verse three:  “That it may be well with thee, and 
thou mayest live long on the earth.” 

While this general principle does not guarantee you’ll live to a 
certain extended age, certainly the promised blessing is an 
additional incentive beyond strict obedience to honour your 
parents, “that it may be well with thee...” 

The Spirit of God also uses Paul’s letter to the Ephesian 
church to clarify that honouring your parents involves 
scriptural obedience to your parents.  Ephesians 6:1 exhorts:  
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.” 

While an adult may instinctively place this honouring 
obedience in the context of their children still in the home, 
the same principle applies generationally upward to our 
parents who are still alive (and, to some extent, in honouring 
the memory of our deceased parents, though not crossing 
over into the unbiblical ancestral worship that is practiced in 
some parts of the world). 

Honouring your parents through biblical obedience is a 
command with promise. Carrying out the exhortation brings 
blessings to your life, and is “well pleasing unto the Lord” 
(Colossians 3:20). 

As Paul wrote to the saints in Rome (Romans 13:7), “Render 
therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to 
whom honour.”  

 Pastor Timothy P. Geist 

Islam and the Bible 

THE RELIGION of Islam is the second largest and the fastest 
growing in the world today. 

Islam, which means “Submission to Allah,” is a 7
TH

 century 
revival of the worship of the Chaldean moon god (“Allah”), 
blended with monotheistic elements of Judaism and 
Christianity, and Zoroastrianism. The religion’s founder, 
Mohammed (570-632 A.D.), began writing the Koran (Qu’ran) 
in 625 A.D., after claiming to have received revelations from 
the angel Gabriel. 

Islam considers Abraham to be the friend of God, Moses the 
lawgiver of God, and Jesus the spirit of God. (Higher than 
these is Muhammad, the prophet of God.) Muslims use much 
of the same terminology that appears in the Bible: sin, 
salvation, heaven, hell, one God, law, and punishment, and so 
forth. 

Islamic terrorism aside, is this religion a true path to God? 
How do the claims and teachings of Islam compare to the 
Word of God, the Bible? 

In the first instance, Christians must not make the mistake of 
thinking “Allah” is just another (Arabic) name for the God of 
the Bible. He is not. This imaginary god is unknowable, 
impersonal, unfeeling, and capricious. Muslims believe 
everything is determined by Allah. This is fatalism. 

The Koran contradicts the Bible factually. It is full of Arabian 
fantasy, and claims, for example, that there were eight days 
of creation, that one of Noah’s sons refused to enter the ark, 
that Noah’s flood occurred in Moses’ lifetime, that Abraham 
offered Ishmael on the altar, and that Abraham actually lived 
in Mecca. 

The Koran contradicts the Bible doctrinally. Islam denies the 
Godhead (the Trinity). It denies that God ever had a Son, or 
that Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the dead. 
(Muslims actually believe Judas died on the cross!) The 
prophet Muhammad believed the earth was flat, and that a 
man’s prayers could be neutralized by a dog, a donkey, or a 
woman walking in front of him when he is praying. 

Islam is a works-based religion. Entrance into its idea of 
“paradise” (a place of sexual pleasure) is dependent upon 
faithfully observing the “Five Pillars of Islam:” What is missing 
from the Islamic lexicon is the word “Saviour.” A Muslim does 
not believe that he needs a Saviour because he alone must 
atone for his sin by his works. The Koran teaches him that his 
good deeds can cancel out his bad deeds (Sura 11:114), but 
that no one knows just how many good deeds are enough! 
There is no assurance of salvation for Muslims. 

Every Muslim has an eternal soul; every Muslim needs to be 
SAVED. Most Muslims are not radical killers and wild fanatics. 
In many ways they parallel the majority of “Christians” in 
America — religious, but LOST. The Great Commission 
compels us to do all we can to bring Muslims to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ — the real Jesus of the Bible!  

 Pastor Robert J. Sargent 


